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 Non-formal education – improving quality of life! 
ІІІ Festival of non-formal education took place 

on October 8 – 10, 2010 
The main aim of the ІІІ Festival of non-formal education which took place on October 8 – 10, 2010 was to demonstrate the contribution of organizations of non-formal education in the improvement of quality of life.
Johannes Rau International Centre for Education and Exchange (IBB) have gathered around 250 representatives from 120 non-governmental, commercial and state educational and enlightening organizations and establishments from Belarus, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, Moldova, Germany, Poland, Russia, Tajikistan and Ukraine.

During the first day of the festival there was a panel discussion “The contribution of non-formal education to the improvement of quality of life” where different experts from Belarus, Germany and Armenia took part. 

Various relevant questions about the development of non-formal education were raised in the sections:

1. Requirements and order of the society and state for non-formal education.   

2. Lifelong learning: legal ensuring and financing
3. International cooperation: challenges and prospects 

4. Innovations and technologies in non-formal education  

5. Climate changes: new challenges for education
One of the important topics to talk about was the discussion of legal conditions and opportunities of implementation of various educational programs for adults and youth out of the educational establishments. In autumn 2009 the Code of education was approved by the House of representatives of National Assembly of the Republic of Belarus at the first reading. Soon it may be adopted and become operative. “It is very good that in the Code there is further education of youth and adults which includes all spectrum of educational programs for development of professional skills as well as for personal growth and widening of social competences,” mentions the chairman of the Organizing committee Dmitry Karpievich. “But the list of those who can do it is not open in the draft of the Code: actually, all who take part in the Festival are behind the frames of educational space of the country. And this is a wide spectrum of educational, commercial and even state organizations which are not educational establishments but act in the social and cultural sphere”.
Aleksander Shatko, vice-chairman of the Standing commission of the House of Representatives of the National Assembly of the Republic of Belarus on education, culture, science and scientific-technical progress when addressing the participants of the festival mentioned that the suggestions of Belarusian and foreign specialists may be included in the Code of education. 
The traditional event at the Festival was the Day of open doors which presented more than 80 free workshops, trainings and presentations. The best workshop marked by the participants was Crafts and education within the frames of “The school of folk master” made by the Educational center “Vseobuch” (Cobrin). It was hard to find place at overcrowded workshops of Thai massage made by Association of body-oriented therapy or the workshop on actor skills made by interactive theatre “ZIPoPo” and theatre-school “Image”. One of the most emotional moments of the program became role plays organized by PU “Education center “POST”. 

At the festival there were presented many stands of organizations which participated in the Festival. One could also attend the literature exhibition made by  Scientific Pedagogical Library. 

The Festival of non-formal education took part within the frames of the Germany week in Belarus. The speech of Matthias Weber, vice-chairman of the Adult Education Association in Saxony, titled “Adult education in East Germany by example of the state Saxony: 20 years after German unity” was a significant part of the Festival. Uwe Gartenschlaeger, executive director of the International Institute of the German Adult Education Association dvv international, also took part in the Festival as an expert.
The discussion of the ideas for joint activities and projects took place on the third day of the Festival within the frames of Оpen space. Among the suggestions there was creation of an Internet blog where the participants of educational process could exchange their experience, keep up their contacts after the Festival.

The participants also stressed the necessity to create an association of non-formal (additional) education. It will widen the opportunities of organizations of the sphere of non-formal education both inside and outside Belarus. Arevik Sargsyan,   president of dvv-Armenia said: “I wish our Belarusian colleagues to cooperate, to create their own Association of adult education. It gives more opportunities. For example our Association cooperates very actively with the Ministry of education and science of Armenia in the sphere of creating of the legal basis for adult education”.

The Festival program was closed with the summing up of the results of the contests of Internet-sites, photos and editions in the field of non-formal education (which took place on the eve of the forum) as well as the best stand and workshop of the Festival. With the results of the contests as well as other materials and photos one can get acquainted on the websites www.adukatar.net and fiestyval_nfa.livejournal.com (Festival journal). 

The organizers of the Festival of non-formal education were some Belarusian NGOs that are engaged in civic and non-formal education and enlightenment as well as Johannes Rau International Centre for Education and Exchange and the Representative Office of the German Adult Education Association (“Deutscher Volkshochschul-Verband e.V.“) in the Republic of Belarus.     
Contacts: 

    +375 17 269-90-34

+375 33 619-60-68  – Alina Radachynskaya
parapedt@gmail.com
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